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Inspectors 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISIICS  FOR  1964  and  1963. 


1964 

1963 

Area  of  District  in  Acres 

4,694 

4,694 

Population  at  Census  1961 

Estimated  Population  (Mid-year)  for  Birth  Rate 

40,822 

40,822 

and  Death  Rate 

43,450 

43,090 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  estimated 

14,436 

14,112 

No.  of  persons  per  house 

3.00 

3.05 

Rateable  value 

£1^833,128 

£1,805,672 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

£7,359 

£7,402 

No.  of  Marriages 

421 

416 

No.  of  Live  Births 

834 

781 

No.  of  Still  Births 

13 

11 

Birth  Rate  (Live)  (Corrected) 

18.2 

18.1 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  (Live) 

18.4 

18.2 

N~>.  of  illegitimate  births 

44 

33 

No.  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  aga 

20 

15 

of  these  there  were  illegitimate 

Nil 

1 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  PER  1,000  BIRTHS 

24 

19 

Infantile  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales 

20.0 

21.1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate,  England  and  Wales 

0,25 

0.28 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  total  births) 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  deaths 

532 

532 

Death  Rate  (corrected) 

12.5 

12.6 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

11.3 

12.2 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

5 

4 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Cancer 

84 

80 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Influenza 

1 

2 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Measles 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

Nil 

Year 

Live  Births 

Deaths 

Births  over 
Deaths  Increase 

1955  ... 

• • O 

608 

458 

150 

1956  ... 

• • • 

610 

491 

119 

1957  ... 

• • • 

657 

467 

190 

1958  ... 

• • • 

625 

487 

138 

1959  ... 

• • • 

648 

502 

146 

1960  ... 

• • • 

647 

472 

175 

1961  ... 

• • • 

712 

534 

178 

1962  ... 

• • • 

776 

517 

259 

1963  ... 

• • • 

781 

532 

249 

1964  ... 

• • • 

834 

532 

302 

-7- 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEaLTH. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1964. 

Lloyds  Bank  Chambers, 
Kidderminster. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman, 

As  so  often  happens,  the  main  topics  of  a Health  Report 
are  about  il 1-health l 

This  Annual  Report  is  no  exception  but  an  effort  has  been 
made  to  draw  attention  to  certain  measures  which  could  give  us  a more 
healthy,  vigorous  life. 

The  facilities  for  a full  healthy  life  are  now  available 
as  never  before  for  nearly  everyone.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a more 
enlightened  community  will  make  even  greater  use  of  the  knowledge  and 
materials  at  its  disposal,  and  that  as  time  passes,  its  individual  members 
will  come  to  exercise  the  self  discipline  so  necessary  for  healthy  living. 

This  Report  mentions  many  people  who  have  helped  so 
willingly  to  improve  the  health  of  the  town.  My  thanks  are  due  to  them 
and  especially  to  the  many  people  with  whom  I have  had  personal  contact. 

I thank  the  Health  Committee  and  all  the  members  of  the 
Health  Department  for  their  unfailing  interest  and  support. 


Your  obedient  servant, 
COLIN  ST ARK IE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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POPULATION. 

The  number  of  births  in  the  Borough  reached  a peak  in  1947 
with  825  babies  born.  From  1947  to  1953  there  was  a decline  in  annual 
births  to  562,  the  lowest  number  reached. 

Since  then  there  has  been  an  increase  until  1964  showed  the  largest 
number  of  births  the  Borough  has  ever  had,  i.e.  .834. 

During  the  last  10  years,  the  population  has  increased  by 
approximately  5,000  inhabitants. 

All  the  figures  indicate  that  the  annual  births  will  continue 
to  grow  and  the  Borough*s  population  will  continue  to  increase.  These 
increases  must  be  taken  into  account  if  reasonable  welfare  and  housing 
accommodation  are  to  be  available  in  the  next  few  years. 

HOUSING. 

Closely  associated  with  the  population  of  any  district  are 
the  housing  requirements. 

The  need  for  a greater  number  of  houses,  and  for  many  more 
houses  to  replace  existing  substandard  dwellings,  are  problems  every 
Authority  must  meet. 

The  number  of  people  now  living  to  old  age  is  increasing  and 
many  of  them  are  living  by  themselves,  often  in  houses  of  much  too  great 
a size  for  their  needs  and  for  their  ability  to  look  after.  Many  of 
these  old  people  would  be  very  well  accommodated  and  able  to  look  after 
themselves  in  bedsitting  room  flats. 

There  is  a not  inconsiderable  number  of  single  professional  or 
business  people  who  would  also  be  well  accommodated  in  bedsitting  room 

flats.  When  these  two  groups  of  people  are  considered  together  the 

great  need  for  many  more  bedsitting  rooms  becomes  apparent. 

These  bedsitting  rooms  would  benefit  the  community  not  only  by 
accommodating  the  two  groups  needing  them,  but  by  liberating  many  multi- 
roomed  houses  now  occupied  by  one  person  only. 

Large  numbers  of  bedsitting  room  flats,  economical  of  land, 
time  and  money,  would  seem  to  have  much  to  recommend  them. 

The  report  from  the  Housing  Officer  shows  what  Kidderminster 
Borough  has  done  to  deal  with  the  housing  problem  in  1964. 

Houses  Built. 

Number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  ...  ...  322 

Number  of  houses  built  by  Local  Authority...  80 

Total  number  of  Corporation  Houses  in  the  Borough  at 

31st  December,  1964.  3783 

Total  number  of  applicants  on  housing  waiting  list  at 

1st  January,  1964.  (Reviewed  1964)  ...  1027 

Total  number  of  applicants  on  housing  waiting  list  at 
31st  December,  1964. 
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The  total  number  of  Corporation  houses  completed  and  occupied  during 
1964  was  67,  in  the  following  types s 


Bedsitting  room  flats 
1 bedroom  bungalows 

1 bedroom  flats 

2 bedroom  flats 

3 bedroom  flats 

No.  of  houses  vacated  and  re-1 
No.  of  Aged  Persons’  Bungalows 
December,  1964  ...  ... 

No.  of  Aged  Persons'  Bungalows 


• • • 

2 

• • • 

7 

• • • 

22 

• • • 

32 

• • O 

4 

et  during 

1963  ... 

...  135 

built  up 

to  31st 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

...  201 

with  Warden  ... 

...  104 

The  weekly  inclusive  rents  for  Corporation  dwellings  ranged  between 
22/lld.  for  pre-war  Aged  Persons'  Bungalows,  to  64/7d.  for  a 5 bedroomed 
post-war  house. 


To  the  many  families  who  will  have  to  wait  two  years  or  more  for  a 
house,  or  who  have  been  awaiting  transfer  from  very  poor  houses  to  new  ones, 
the  progress  of  building  must  seem  painfully  slow. 

Over  400  new  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  and  the  Corporation 
are  a great  help  in  the  housing  problem. 

We  can  only  hope  that  this  rate  of  construction  will  continue  or 
increase  during  the  next  few  years  and  that  the  special  needs  of  old  people, 
single  persons,  and  childless  couples  will  be  remembered  when  our  planners 
determine  the  types  of  houses  to  be  built. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND  FUEL. 

The  only  move  to  improve  the  atmospheric  pollution  has  been  the 
passing  of  a resolution  by  the  Council  that  they  agree  in  principle  to  all 
future  housing  estates  in  the  Borough  being  made  Smoke  Control  Areas. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  no  such  areas  had  been  made. 

A time  may  come  before  so  very  long  when  the  practice  of  using  solid 
fuel  for  domestic  heating  will  seem  as  backward  as  carrying  water  to  houses 
in  a water  cart. 

The  waste  of  using  solid  fuels  is  enormous.  The  fuel  has  to  be 
stored  both  at  depots  and  in  individual  houses.  It  has  to  be  weighed, 
packaged  and  handled  onto  and  off  vehicles.  There  is  the  cost  of  the  handlers' 
time,  the  cost  of  transport  - motor  or  rail  and  the  increased  road  space 
these  vehicles  require,  causing  obstacles  and  delays  to  free  road  traffic 
movement. 

Eventually,  solid  fuel  must  be  handled  by  every  householder  using  it. 

The  waste  products  from  solid  fuel  are  fumes,  dust  and  ashes.  The 
fumes  pollute  the  air,  the  dust  necessitates  endless  cleaning  and  the 
ashes  have  to  be  handled  by  the  householder,  the  dustman  and  finally  disposed 
of  by  the  Local  Authority. 
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ATMQSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND  FUEL  Contd 

In  spite  of  all  the  expensive  research  and  ingenuity  in  making  smoke- 
less fuel  appliances,  solid  fuel  still  has  to  be  carried  all  over  the 
country,  must  still  occupy  much  needed  space  in  our  houses,  and  must 
produce  fumes,  dust  and  ashes  which  are  only  disposed  of  at  great  expense 
and  with  difficulty. 

Wired  or  piped  fuel,  clean  to  use  and  not  polluting  the  atmosphere  is 
coming  more  into  use  and  may  eventually  bring  us  to  realise  how  we  are 
now  using  our  natural  coal  resources,  in  such  a way  as  to  be  detrimental 
both  to  our  finances  and  health. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  North  West  Worcestershire  Water  Board  have  continued  to  supply 
water  to  Kidderminster. 

Frequent  samples  have  shown  the  water  to  be  of  good  quality  and  there 
has  been  no  shortage.  Unfortunately,  many  homes  even  now  have  to  manage 
without  an  internal  water  supply. 

There  is  a known  deficiency  of  fluoride  in  the  water,  which  if  made 
up  to  1 part  per  million,  would  greatly  alleviate  dental  decay  in  this 
town. 

The  amount  of  dental  decay'  in  school  children  alone  is  shown  by  the 
figures  of  the  School  Dental  Officer  who  reoorted  that  8,171  out  of  8,548 
children  inspected  required  dental  treatment,  i.e,  95% 

OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1963. 

This  Act  came  into  force  during  1964  and  resulted  in  534  premises 
being  registered  by  the  Corporation,  and  brought  the  working  conditions 
of  3,148  employees  under  the  supervision  of  the  appointed  Inspector. 

The  facilities  in  the  larger  offices  and  shops  were  usually  found  to 
be  adequate. 

Where  contravention  of  the  Act  occurs  it  is  expected  that  compliances 
will  be  brought  about  by  persuasion  and  informal  action. 

A full  report  will  be  found  on  page  32. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  PREVENTIVE  MEASURES. 

The  notifiable  Diseases  table  shows  that  of  all  the  23  possible 
notifiable  diseases,  there  were  cases  in  5 of  the  groups  only,  and  only 
in  the  measles  group  were  there  any  large  number  of  cases.  Research 
on  a Measles  Vaccine  is  promising  a reduction  in  the  number  of  measles 
cases  in  the  near  future. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  PREVENTIVE  MEASURES  Contd  ....... 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 


year  1964. 

Diseases 

Total  cases 

Total  Deaths. 

Notified. 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

Nil 

22 

Measles 

621 

Nil 

Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

1 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

26 

Nil 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


There  were  9 new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  no  case  of  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified.  5 deaths  were  due  to  Tuberculosis. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

New 

j Cases 

Deaths 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

1955 

j 34 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

1956 

46 

2 

2 

Nil 

1957 

29 

2 

2 

Nil 

1958 

17 

3 

2 

1 

19*9 

! 16 

: 3 

5 

Nil 

1960 

21 

1 6 

3 

Nil 

1961 

1 9 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

1962 

17 

3 

1 

Nil 

1963 

1 15 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

1964 

9 

5 

Nil 

Nil  i 
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MEALS  ON  WHEELS  SERVICE. 

Under  Mrs.  G.B.  Evans,  the  capable  W.V.S.  Centre  Organiser  for 
Kidderminster,  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  has  continued  to  meet  the  needs 
of  about  80  old  people  who  would  have  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  have 
prepared  hot  meals  for  themselves.  Often,  in  spite  of  many  difficulties, 
the  service  has  managed  to  carry  on  and  has  never  failed  to  deliver  up  to 
50  meals  on  each  of  two  days  of  the  week. 

It  is  only  by  the  excellent  work  of  the  paid  cook  and  her  helper, 
by  the  services  given  so  freely  by  the  voluntary  drivers  and  by  the  help 
from  the  T :>wn  Clerk’s  staff  that  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  has  been  able 
to  continue  its  very  useful  service  in  providing  so  many  old  people  with 
much  needed  hot  meals. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Although  the  birth  rate  of  the  Borough  has  increased  and  there  are 
so  many  healthy  babies  about,  yet  20  babies  died  in  their  first  year  of  life 
out  of  834  born  alive  in  1964.  This  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of 
24,  which  Is  well  above  the  National  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  20  for  1964. 

Causes  of  death  - 

Prematurity 15. 

Accidental  2. 

Infections  ...  ...  2. 

Congenital  Causes  ...  1. 

’Prematurity’  is  certified  as  the  cause  of  death  in  three  quarters  of 

those  babies  who  died.  It  is  only  by  more  and  better  care  of  our  expectant 
mothers  that  we  can  hope  to  save  more  babies  from  premature  birth.  This 
may  mean  more  antenatal  care,  more  maternity  beds,  more  qualified  staff. 

All  these  are  in  short  supply  and  are  likely  to  become  even  scarcer. 

DEATHS . 

Degeneration  of  the  heart  and  vascular  system  caused  the  majority  of 
deaths  in  the  532  townspeople  who  died  in  1964. 

Lung  damage,  i.e.  bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  lung  cancer  caused  the 
deaths  of  80  people.  Approximately  1 in  4 men  died  of  lung  damage,  but  only 
about  1 in  10  women  died  of  the  same  causes. 

We  ourselves  are  responsible  for  much  of  our  lung  damage  either 
collectively  by  allowing  gross  pollution  of  the  air  by  coal  smoke,  or 
individually  by  choking  our  lungs  with  cigarette  smoke. 

So  far  we  have  no  control  of  domestic  coal  fires  in  this  Borough  and 
cigarette  smoking  seems  as  prevalent  as  at  any  time.  Throughout  the 
country  25,371  people  died  of  lung  cancer  in  1964,  which  is  over  900  more 
than  in  1963.  Smokers  pay  an  overwhelming  price  for  their  addictionJ 
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PREVENTIVE  MEASURES, 

Diphtheria. 

1523  immunisations  were  completed. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccinations. 

Total  number  of  persons  in  the  Kidderminster  Division,  who  since  the 
inception  of  the  Scheme  had  been  given  three  doses  by  the  Staff  of  the 
Divisional  Area,  at  31st  December,  1964  = 19840. 

258  were  given  booster  doses. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  miniature  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  Borough  every  Monday 
from  1-30  - 4-0p.m.  to  examine  ante-natal  patients,  patients  referred  by 
general  practitioners  and  other  members  of  the  public. 

B.C.G.  Inoculation  was  offered  to  the  13  year  old  children  and  was  accepted 
by  88% 

Typhoid  Fever. 

The  Aberdeen  typhoid  epidemic  alerted  all  local  authorities  to  the 
possibility  of  a similar  occurrence  in  their  own  areas.  All  fo^d  shops 
received  special  supervision  and  certain  brands  of  tinned  meats  were 
withdrawn  from  sale. 

Prompt  action  by  the  Aberdeen  Health  Department  and  by  the  country’s 
Health  Administration  generally,  averted  what  could  have  been  a very  wide- 
spread epidemic. 

DISINFESTATION  AND  DISINFECTION. 

Disinfestation  and  disinfection  was  undertaken  by  the  Health 
Department  on  account  of  the  followings- 


Ants  4 

Fleas  5 

Bugs  20 


See  also  page  29 
HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 


This  service  continues  to  give  invaluable  help  under  the  very  able 
guidance  of  Mrs.  Moule,  B.E.M.  of  the  1/V.V.S.  The  following  table  indicates 
the  extent  of  the  help  given. 


Reason  for  help. 

No.  of  cases  visited  by 

Home  Helps. 

Patients  over  65 

442 

Chronic  and  T.B 

22 

Mentally  disturbed  

15 

Maternity * 

140 

Others  

78 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FROM  EACH  DISEASE 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System. 

2 

3 

2. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

Nil 

Nil 

! 3. 

Syphilitic  Diseases. 

Nil 

Nil 

4. 

Diphtheria. 

Nil 

Nil 

5. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Nil 

Nil 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections. 

Nil 

Nil 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Nil 

Nil 

8. 

Measles. 

Nil 

I . Nil 

i 9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases. 

1 

Nil 

i 10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm.  Stomach. 

5 

7 

! 11. 

" " Lung  f Bronchus. 

19 

Nil 

; 12. 

" " Breast. 

Nil 

12 

j 13. 

” " Uterus. 

Nil 

2 

! 14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms. 

13 

25 

i 15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia. 

Nil 

3 

: 16. 

Diabetes. 

2 

2 

; 17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System. 

50 

49 

j 18. 

Connary  Disease  Angina. 

52 

37 

i 19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease. 

1 

3 

: 20. 

Other  Heart  Diseases. 

35 

54 

I 21. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases. 

7 

11 

1 22. 

Influenza. 

1 

Nil 

! 23. 

Pneumonia. 

9 

13 

! 24. 

Bronchitis. 

31 

8 

I 25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System. 

2 

1 

; 26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum. 

5 

Nil 

j 27. 

Gastritis  and  Diarrhoea. 

Nil 

1 

i 28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis. 

3 

Nil 

j 29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate. 

1 

Nil 

; 30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion. 

Nil 

Nil 

i 31. 

Congenital  Malformations. 

2 

2 

i 32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

15 

23 

: 33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

8 

2 

! 34. 

All  other  Accidents. 

4 

4 

; 35. 

Suicide. 

1 

1 

i 36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War. 

Nil 

Nil 

j Total: 

269 

263 
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DEATHS  Contd . 

The  ages  at  which  resident  deaths  have  taken  place  during  1964  are  as 
follows  %- 


Under  4 weeks  13 
4 weeks  and  under  1 year  7 
Between  1 and  5 years  3 
Between  5 and  15  years  5 
Between  15  and  25  years  2 
Between  25  and  35  years  4 
Between  35  and  45  years  14 
Between  45  and  55  years  32 
Between  55  and  65  years  80 
Between  65  and  75  years  134 
75  years  and  upwards  238 


PUBLIC  MORTUARY. 

The  agreement  made  between  the  B->r  ''ugh  and  the  Mid-Worcestershire 
Hospital  Management  Committee.,  whereby  f->r  an  annual  payment  the  Borough 
can  use  the  Kidderminster  General  Hospital’s  Mortuary,  continued  to  work 
satisfactorily. 

LABORATORY  SERVICE. 

The  Standing  arrangements  with  the  County  Analyst  have  remained  in 
force.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Worcester,  is  available  for  examina- 
tion of  medical  specimens. 

The  Medical  Practitioners  of  the  Borough  also  use  the  Laboratory  at 
the  General  Hospital. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

F^od,  water,  air  and  housing  rules  are  all  in  operation,  but  unless 
each  individual  carries  out  his  obligations,  and  takes  trouble  to  follow  out 
the  rules  for  clean  living,  the  community  will  suffer  much  unnecessary 
ill  health  and  disease. 

In  this  connection,  Health  Education  is  of  the  greatest  importance. 

During  the  year  members  of  the  Health  Department  have  tried  by  various 
means  to  impress  upon  everyone  the  basic  rules  of  health. 

Lectures,  discussions,  printed  matter  and  conferences  have  been  given 
or  attended  on  many  subjects  connected  with  health. 

Much  of  the  advice  given  is  ignored  at  present,  but  will  become 
standard  practice  in  time,  to  the  benefit  of  everyone. 
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CLINICS  AMD  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Clinic 

Situation  and  time  of 

Session. 

Provided  by 

Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare 
Centres 

Holy  Innocents*  Hall,  F^ley  Park  - 
Mondays  2-0  to  4-0p.m. 

St.  Oswalds  Parish  Hall,  Broadwaters. 
Mondays  2-0  to  4-0p.m. 

Birchen  Coppice  Church  Hall  - 
1st.  2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays, 

2-0  to  4-Op.m. 

Franche  Church  Hall,  Franche  - 
Tuesdays  2-0  to  4-0p.m. 

Coventry  Street  Clinic. 

Thursdays  2-0p.m.  to  4-0p.m. 

Comber ton  Church  Hall  - 
Tuesdays  2-0  to  4-0p.m. 

County 

Council. 

Tuberculosis 

Kidderminster  General  Hospital- 
Wednesday  10-30a.m.  and  3-0p.m. 

Thursday  2-0  to  4-0p.m. 

Regional 

Hospital 

Board. 

Ante-Natal 

Monday  Session  at  Coventry  Street 
Clinic  - 2-0  to  4-0p.m. 

Friday  Session  at  Stanmore  Nurses' 

Home,  2-0  to  4-Op.m. 

County 

Council. 

Consultative 

Ante-Natal 

Clinic 

Kidderminster  General  Hospital  - 
Weekly,  Wednesday  11-Oa.m. 

Regional 

Hospital 

Board. 

Family  Planning 
Clinic 

Coventry  Street  Clinic 

Wednesday  2-0  to  4-Op.m. 

1st  Tuesday  of  each  month  5-30p.m. 

Family 

Planning 

Association. 

Chiropody 

Service 

Wednesday  morning,  Friday  morning 
and  afternoon. 

County 

Council, 

■ 


. 


. 

1 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1 9 6 4, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr,  Chairman, 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I present  the  Report  on  the  work 
accomplished  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December  1964,  coupled  with  a short  Report  on  that  part  of  the  Public 
Cleansing  Service  administered  by  the  Department,  which  deals  with  the 
collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse,  some  trade  refuse  and 
salvage. 

The  main  details  of  the  Report,  set  out  in  tabular  or  other 
form  will  be  found  on  subsequent  pages,  but  I would  mention  briefly 
here  one  or  two  items  of  interest. 

The  year  has  been  a busy  one  with  Meat  and  F ^od  Inspection, 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal,  Housing  and  Slum  Clearance  taking  up  the 
major  part  of  your  Officers’  time.  The  duties  with  which  the  Department 
is  charged  seem  to  increase  as  year  succeeds  year,  bringing  with  them 
their  inevitable  quota  of  problems. 

In  the  year  under  review  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act  became  an  added  responsibility.  The  appointment  of  a Shops  Act 
Inspector  in  the  Department  was  something  of  a "new  departure"  and  could 
almost  be  regarded  as  the  first  step  in  "specialisation!*  I am  pleased 
to  record  good  results  from  this  appointment.  It  remains,  however, 
incumbent  on  the  duly  qualified  members  of  the  staff  to  be  ready  to 
discharge  any  of  the  duties  devolving  on  the  Department  at  all  times. 

The  only  staff  change  was  the  addition  of  an  Inspector  to 
discharge  the  duties  under  the  above  mentioned  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963. 

Mr.  F.  Green  of  Kidderminster,  formerly  a Police  Officer, 

was  appointed. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Officers  of  other  Departments  for  much  help  and  support 
during  the  past  year  which  unquestionably  tends  to  smooth  working  and 
avoids  time  wasting.  I would  also  like  to  record  my  appreciation  to  senior 
members  of  the  County  Analyst's  Department,  whose  advice  when  sought  on 
matters  concerning  food  etc. , is  so  readily  given.  To  the  Inspectorate 
and  Clerical  Staff  I offer  my  thanks  for  loyalty  and  application  to  duties. 

Yours  obediently, 

J.B.  HINTON. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  Borough  possesses  a complement  of  8 private  slaughterhouses , but 
no  municipally  owned  Public  Abattoir  and  the  duty  of  meat  inspection  was 
pursued  during  the  year  with  customary  diligence.  The  use  of  two  of  these 
slaughterhouses  is  restricted  to  small  animals  only,  the  amount  of 
slaughtering  at  one  being  very  small  indeed. 

THE  MEAT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS  1963. 

The  coming  into  force  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963,  added 
importance  to  the  work  and  made  it  more  exacting  in  as  much  as  they  pro- 
vided that  meat  must  be  inspected  at  Slaughterhouses  in  accordance  with 
the  standard  procedure  laid  down  in  their  1st  Schedule  and  meat  which  is 
passed  must  be  marked  with  a stamp  bearing  the  name  of  the  Local  Authority 
and  a code  No.  or  letter  to  identify  the  officer  making  the  inspection. 

An  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  is  recorded  on  subseou  nt 
pages.  The  geographical  disposition  of  the  eight  private  slaughterhouses 
in  the  Borough  makes  the  work  of  inspection  more  arduous  and  of  course  is 
a time  consumer. 

MEAT  AND  EDIBLE  OFFAL  CONDEMNED, 


Disease 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

lbs. 

Pyogenic  Abscesses 

2 

3 

61 

Oedema  & Emaciation 

1 

17 

54 

Cirrhosis,  Distomatosis 

1 

17 

7 

Tuberculosis 

1 

9 

38 

Septicaemia 

18 

8 

Parasitic-  Cysts 

14 

31 

Pleurisy,  Peritonitis  & Pericarditis 

7 

62 

Necrosis 

6 

68 

Angiomatosis 

5 

50 

Hydatid  Cysts 

5 

39 

Pyaemia 

5 

6 

Pneumonia 

4 

17 

Injury,  Bruising 

4 

5 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

3 

100 

Moribund  & badly  bled 

2 

62 

Actinobacillosis 

1 

21 

Swine  Erysipelas 

1 

18 

Arthritis 

71 

Nephritis 

27 

Strongylosis 

23 

Muscular  Fibrosis 

19 

Immaturity 

19 

Fatty  Infiltration  & Degeneration 

16 

Melanosis 

14 

Congestion 

13 

Hydronephrosis 

4 

Total  weight  condemned  - 11  tons.  8cwts.  69  lbs. 
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CARCASES,  INSPECTED  AND 

CONDEMNED. 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

C-ws 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

6,100 

68 

714 

38,405 

10,316 

Number  inspected 

6,100 

68 

714 

38,405 

10,316 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS? 

1 

10 

5 

49 

17 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

878 

2 

5 

922 

630 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

14.4 

17.7 

1.4 

2.5 

6.3 

TUBERCULOSIS? 

'Whole  carcases  condemned 



- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

. . 

7 

- 

- 

- 

261 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

0.1 

- 

- 

- 

2.5 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVISs 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

26 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Cysticercus 

Bovis 

0.4 
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OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED. 

3072 

Tinned  Goods. 

60 

lbs.  Tinned  kidneys 

1062 

lbs.  Tinned  Ham. 

60 

lbs.  Fresh  Crabs. 

616 

lbs.  Peaches. 

36 

lbs.  Cake. 

342 

lbs.  Ox  Tongue. 

30 

lbs.  Tomato  Paste. 

326 

lbs.  Jellied  Veal. 

28 

lbs.  Haddock  Fillets. 

260 

Packets  of  food. 

25 

lbs.  Tinned  Liver. 

185 

lbs.  Tinned  Pork. 

24 

lbs.  Lard. 

155 

lbs.  Butter. 

24 

lbs.  dripping. 

130 

lbs.  Continental  co  ->ked 

meats.  24 

lbs.  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

77 

lbs.  Corned  Beef. 

9 

lbs.  Turkey. 

SUMMARY. 

T.  C.  LBS. 

Total 

weight  (Meat  and  Foods) 

Condemned  .. 

. 13.  19.  53 

Total 

weight  (Meat)  Condemned 

. 11.  8.  69. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958. 

One  of  the  principal  requirements  of  this  Act  is  that  persons  engaged 
in  the  slaughtering  of  food  animals  must  hold  a licence  and  these  licences 
specify  the  kind  of  animals  which  may  be  slaughtered  and  the  types  of  instru- 
ments to  be  used.  The  licences  are  for  12  monthly  periods  and  require 
renewal  at  the  end  of  that  time.  Persons  holding  such  licences  must  be  over 
18  years  of  age  and  competent  to  discharge  their  duties. 

No.  of  licences  in  force  - 26. 


FOOD  AMD  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

Registration  of  premises  - SALE  OF  ICE-CREAM. 


Number  of  premises  where  Ice-Cream  is  manufactured,  stored  or  sold. 


Manufacturers  (complete  cold  mix  only)...  ... 

Premises  where  wrapped  Ice-Cream  only  is  sold  ... 
Premises  where  wrapped  Ice-Cream  and  bulk  is 
sold  (Does  not  include  Cafes)  ...  ...  ... 

Wholesale  Storage  Depot..  ...  ...  ... 


1 

200 

1 

1 


From  the  above  table  it  will  be  readily  appreciated  that  most  of  the  ice- 
cream sold  in  this  Borough  is  supplied  by  large  manufacturers  whose 
premises  are  outside  our  district.  It  can  also  be  presumed  that  quite  a 
quantity  of  Ice-Cream  is  sold  and  consumed  from  mobile  vans  trading  in  the 
Town,  which  come  in  from  surrounding  districts. 


ROUTINE  SAMPLES  TAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
Ice-Cream  - Bacteriological  Examination. 


No.  submitted 

Grades 

1 

2 

3 

4 

15 

11 

3 

1 

- 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 


Total  number  of  samples  taken  fox  chemical  analysis  during  the 


year  . . . •••  * * • 

(formal  2 ) 

(informal  135  ) 


• • • 


• • • 


137 


Nature  of  Samples. 

Beverages  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • 

« • • 

Number  taken 

1 

Butter  ... 

• « • 

• • 

• • • 

2 

Condiments  ..  ... 

• • • 

• • 

1 

Confectionery  filling 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

1 

Cream,  single,  double,  sterilised 

• • 

• • • 

6 

Drugs  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • 

• 09 

4 

Fats  other  than  butter 

• • • 

• • 

• O O 

4 

Fish  products  ... 

• • • 

« • 

• • • 

4 

Ice-Cream  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • 

11 

Meat  Products  ... 

• • • 

• • 

• • o 

12 

Milk  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

44 

Milk,  Channel  Island.. 

• • • 

• « 

• • • 

10 

Milk,  tinned  ... 

• • • 

• • 

• • o 

1 

Poultry  products  (tinned 

and  potted) 

• • 

• • o 

5 

Preserves  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

3 

Sausages  ...  ... 

• • • 

» 0 

• o © 

20 

Soups  ...  . . . 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

2 

Tea  .oo  . • . 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

2 

Vegetable  products  ... 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

2 

Vinegar,  malt  ... 

• • • 

• • 

• • • 

2 

ACTION  TAKEN  REGARDING  SAMPLES  IRREGULAR. 


i Sample 
No. 

Sample  of 

Deficiency  or  condition 

Result,  Action  etc.,  i 

170 

Milk 

0.8%  added  water. 

formal  repeat  genuine.: 

191 

Ice-Cream 

Deficient  in  fat  and  non-) 
fatty  milk  solids  ) 

official  warning  1 

194 

Ice-Cream 

i»  »»  »»  ) 

sent  to  manufacturer,  j 

F<  'OP  COMPLAINTS 
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The  fallowing  commodities  which  were  the  subject  of  complaint 
were  forwarded  for  examination  by  the  County  Analyst. 


Commodity 

Tinned  steak  and 
kidney  pudding 


Tinned 

Garden  Peas 

Bread 

(3)... 

Bread 

• • • 

Tinned 

chicken 

Sliced 

loaf. 

Lemonade  ... 

Corned 

Beef. 

Shoulder  Bacon 

Tinned 

Peas. 

Tinned 

Pork. 

Bridge 

Rolls 

Milk 

• • • 

Milk 

• • • 

Corned 

Beef. 

Pork  Pie  ... 

Chocolate  Eclair 

Sausages  ... 

Self  raising  flour 

Result 

Contained  adult  fly. 

Beetle  alleged  to  have  been  in  tin.  Test  shewed 
it  could  not  have  been. 

Contained  traces  of  mineral  oil. 

Contaminated  with  mineral  oil  & iron  particles.  * 
Contained  fly.  * 

Contained  patches  of  mould  growth.  * 

Contained  foreign  material. 

Contained  dark  substance  of  animal  origin. 

Not  injurious. 

Contained  cyst  like  object,  probably  injection 
residue  - present  in  live  animal. 

Snail  alleged  to  have  been  in  tin.  Test  showed 
it  could  not  have  been. 

Slight  iron  staining  of  meat.  Not  significant. 

Contained  brown  areas  found  to  be  wholemeal  dough. 

Contained  foreign  matter  consisting  of  finely 
divided  particles  of  metal  from  capping  machine. 

Interior  of  bottle  stained  with  film  of  dirt. 

Slight  iron  staining  of  meat.  Not  significant. 

Affected  by  mould  growth. 

Affected  by  mould  growth.  * 

Affected  by  mould  growth. 

Contained  contrary  found  to  be  a dried  fillet  of 
fish. 


* Prosecution  instituted.  See  page  28. 

Warnings  issued  in  other  cases  where  appropriate. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  - OTHER  FOODS, 


Commodity. 

Number  of  samples  taken, 

Fresh  Cream  ... 

• • • 

3 

Sausages  ... 

• • • 

4 

Faggots  ... 

• • • 

1 

Tinned  Meat  ... 

• • • 

6 

Cooked  Meat  ... 

• • • 

1 

WATER  SAMPLES. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  - 

(a)  Bacteriological  ...  ...  15 

( b ) Chemical. • ...  3 

All  of  the  town  supply  and  all  satisfactory. 

THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS  1963. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  licences  were  in  force j- 


Pasteurised  Milk  - Processing  Plants  1 

- Dealers  (prepacked  milk)  25 

Sterilised  Milk  - Processing  Plants  1 

- Dealers  (prepacked  milk)  68 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS.  1949. 

Number  of  Distributors  registered  (excluding  holders  of  Dealers 
(prepacked  milk)  licences)  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  Dairy  premises  registered  ...  ...  1 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

The  following  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  samples  taken  and 
results?- 


Sample 

No. 

Methylene  Blue 

Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Passed 

Passed 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

(Pasteurised) 

71 

63 

2 

6 

63 

Sterilised 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 
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FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  FOOD  PREMISES  (OTHER  THAN  MEAT  INSPECTION) 

The  Department  regards  fond  hygiene  and  inspection  as  matters  of  such 
paramount  importance  as  to  require  some  degree  of  priority  in  its  functions 
and  as  much  time  is  devoted  to  it  as  possible. 

The  sampling  of  certain  types  of  foods  for  bacteriological  examination 
continues  to  be  used  to  assess  the  cleanliness  of  their  preparation  etc.  , 

A synopsis  of  the  samples  taken  can  be  found  on  page  22. 

Complaints  regarding  contraries,  mould  growths  etc.,  seem  now  to  have 
become  a permanent  feature  in  our  work  and  no  mean  amount  of  time  is  spent 
on  investigation  and  discussions.  I must  repeat,  however,  the  comments  in 
my  report  for  1963  that  occasions  arise  when  a stiffening  attitude  by  the 
Department  is  called  for  and  the  rigour  of  law  invoked,  thus  in  4 cases 
prosecutions  ensued.  Particulars  on  page  28. 

SUMMARY  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  - SUBJECT  TO  INSPECTION. 


The  figures  below  give  a list  of  food  premises  with  which  the  Depart- 
ment is  concerned. 


Sausage  Manufacturers  ...  ... 

Cooked  Meats,  pies  etc.,  manufacturers 
Ice-Cream  Manufacturers  ...  ... 

Ice-Cream  Retailers  ...  ... 

Ice-Cream  Wholesale  Depot  ...  ... 

Fish  Friers.  ...  ...  ... 

Fishmongers  (excluding  fried  fish  shops) 
Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ... 

Butchers...  ...  . . • ... 

Principal  Grocers  ....  ...  ... 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ... 

Wholesale  grocers  and  provision  warehouses 
Cafes,  restaurants..  ...  ... 

Licensed  Houses  ...  ...  ... 

Mobile  Shops  ...  ...  ... 

Industrial  Canteens  ...  ... 


15 
6 
1 

201 

1 

16 

3 
8 

35 

47 

6 

4 

22 

84 

9 

15 
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HOUSING. 

The  removal  of  old,  worn-out,  sub-standard  houses,  which  are 
usually  found  to  be  damp,  dilapidated  and  defective  in  structure  and 
lacking  in  sanitary  amenities  is  of  major  importance  to  improve  the 
lot  of  the  unfortunate  populace  who  by  dint  of  circumstances  have  to 
occupy  them. 

Set  out  below  is  a synopsis  of  the  work,  viz s 


(a)  Action  under  Housing  Act  during  year. 

No.  of  houses  represented  for  Demolition  Orders.  14 

" " Demolition  Orders  made.  14 

" " houses  represented  for  Closing  Orders. 

" " Closing  Orders  made  (whole  houses)  1 

" " " " (part  of  a building) 

" " " " changed  to  Demolition  Orders.  3 

" " " " determined.  2 

Undertakings  not  to  use  house  accepted. 

" " to  repair  house  accepted. 

No.  of  houses  actually  demolished  during  year.  41 

" " " closed.  3 

No.  of  persons  displaced.  64 

Houses  inspected  under  Section  9. 

Notices  served  under  Section  9 for  repair. 

No.  of  houses  represented,  Clearance  Areas.  148 


The  148  houses  represented  in  "Clearance  Areas' 
as  followss- 


were  made  up 


(b) 


Cross  Street  Area  (Nos.  1 & 2). 
Bromsgrove  Street  Area. 
Clensmore  Street  Area. 

Worcester  Road  Area. 

Public  Health  Act. 


76  houses. 
32  " 

35 

5 " 


Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied. 

After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 
After  formal  action  by  Local  Authority 


130 

21 


SUr.'MARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  - PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT.  1936. 

Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  119 

Intimation  letters  sent  ...  ...  ...  20 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  24 

Set  out  overleaf  is  a summary  of  defects  remedied. 

HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENT  ACT.  1957. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year. 
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SUMMARY  OF  DEFECTS  REMEDIED  (HOUSES)  YEAR,  1964. 


DWELLING  HOUSES o 


Ro  if  r epa  irs...  • . . • . « • • . . . • 

Chimney  stacks  repointed/repaired  ...  ... 

Defective  spouting  repaired,  refixed  or  new  provided 
House  brickwork  repointed/repaired  ...  ... 

Walls  damp-proofed  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Plasterwork  repaired  or  renewed..  ...  ... 

Firegrates  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  ... 

Windows  repaired,  sashcords  provided  ...  ... 

Floors  repaired  or  new  provided..  ...  ... 

Stairs  or  steps  repaired  ...  ...  ... 

Woodwork  of  doors  repaired  or  new  doors  provided  • • 
Partition  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ... 


WASH-HOUSES. 

Wash-house  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ••• 

Wash-house  windows  and  doors  repaired  or  renewed  .. 

WATER-CLOSETS. 


Water-closet  roofs  repaired  ...  ... 
New  pedestal  pans  provided  ...  ... 
Flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  new  provided 
Leaking  water-closet  joints  repaired  ... 
Seats  provided  ...  ...  ... 
Spouting  renewed  ...  ...  ... 

DRAINAGE. 


39 

10 

18 

3 

4 

20 

2 

33 

10 

4 

6 

1 


5 

1 


5 

17 

31 

8 

5 

1 


Obstructed  drains  cleared 
Drains  relaid  or  repaired 
Soil  Pipe  refixed  ... 
Sunken  paving  relaid  ... 


WATER-SUPPLY. 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  new  provided 
Burst  pipes  repaired  ...  ... 

Service  pipes  renewed  ..  ... 

Water  cisterns  renewed..  ... 

Tap  renewed  ...  ...  ... 


78 

9 


4 

15 

6 

1 

1 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS,  INTERVIEWS  AND 

OTHER  VISITS. 

House  Inspections  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

Water  Supply  . ..  ... 

Drain  Testing  ...  ...  . 

Interview  with  Owner  or  Builder  . 

Enquiry  Inspection  ...  • 

Improvement  Grant  Inspections  • 

Advance  on  Mortgage  Inspections  . 

Official  Searches  re  Property 
Tents,  vans,  sheds  (for  human  occupation) 

Common  Lodging  House  Visits  • 

Offensive  Trades  Visits...  • 

Factory  Act  (Sanitary  accommodation  etc.) 

Rodent  Control...  ...  • 

Refuse  Disposal..  ...  • 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

Places  of  Entertainment  ..  . 

Private  Slaughterhouses  (Meat  Inspection) 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ..  .. 

Retail  Food  Shops  ...  .. 

Ice-Cream  Retailers  ...  .. 

Tinned  Food  and  other  articles  of  food  examination 
Food  and  Drugs  Sampling...  . 

Interview  in  office  ...  . 

Other  complaints  and  miscellaneous  visits 
Atmospheric  Pollution  (Clean  Air  Act) 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ... 

Mobi le  Vans  ...  ...  ... 

Corned  Beef  - Tracing  certain  batches  -visits  to  shops  etc. , 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  ...  ...  .. 


1,000 

8 

21 

51 

80 

45 

14 

833 

23 

2 

2 

2 

47 
108 

1 

2 

2,257 

48 
122 

4 

116 

121 

253 

505 

14 

16 

3 

231 

377 


MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


Summary  proceedings  were  instituted  in  the  following  cases  during  the 
year. 


Nature  of  Offence. 

Enactment  Contravened. 

Result. 

Selling  loaf  containing 

Food  & Drugs  Act  1955  (Sect. 2) 

Fined  £20. 

foreign  body 

Selling  tin  of  chicken 

IV  If  IV  II  ft 

Fined  £10. 

containing  insect 

Selling  loaf  contaminated 

tt  IV  IV  II  IV 

Fined  £15. 

with  mould  growths 

Selling  cake  contaminated 
with  mould  growths 

ii  n ii  n i» 

Fined  £10. 

Failure  to  comply  with 
requirements  of  notice 
to  abate  a nuisance. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Order 

obtained. 
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PIS INFESTATION  OF  PREMISES,  CLOTHING  ETC., 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  local  authority 
mainly  combating  the  mere  common  house  pests,  viz:  bed  bugs,  fleas, 
cockroaches  etc. , 

It  is  usual  to  spray  infested  premises,  furniture  and  other  fittings 
with  an  insecticide  which  contains  both  "knock-down"  and  "residual" 
qualities.  Where  possible  such  fittings  as  picture  rails,  skirting 
boards,  architraves  and  wallpapers  are  removed,  so  as  to  facilitate  the 
work. 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  by  local  authority  - 26. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

We  have  now  only  two  of  these. houses  and  they  are  well  kept  and 
ordered,  maintaining  a reasonably  good  standard  of  accommodation. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

We  have  now  only  one  trade  being  carried  on  at  present  which  comes 
within  this  term  - that  of  a Gut-Scraper.  We  have  no  problem  as  far  as 
this  trade  is  concerned. 

MORTUARY. 

During  the  year  91  bodies  were  received  into  the  Mortuary  at  the 
Kidderminster.  Hospital. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


; , 

Number 

Number  of 

j Premises. 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

i (i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4 & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

9 

2 

! (ii)  Factories  nr't  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

206 

25 

: (iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

Total: 

215 

27 

- 

- 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961.  Contd 


2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions,  they  are  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases"). 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases 

Referred 

in  which 

j Particulars. 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor. 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor. 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

: Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

i Overcrowding  (S.2. ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(S.3. ) 

i Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4.  ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

: Ineffective  drainage 

i of  floors.  ( S. 6. ) . . 

— 

— 

i Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

i (a)  insufficient 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

! (b)  Unsuitable  or 

i defective 

(c)  not  separate  for 

*• 

1 

1 

| sexes 

; Other  offences  against 
; the  Act  (not  including 

1 

1 

; offences  relating  to 

: Outwork ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total : 

- 

4 

- 

4 

- 

THEATRES,  CINEMAS  ETC, , 

The  one  theatre  and  one  cinema  together  with  several  other  places  of 
entertainment  were  inspected  for  a report  on  sanitary  accommodation  etc. , to 
the  Licensing  Justices  in  relation  to  Theatre  and  Cinematograph  Licences. 
They  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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RODENT  CONTROL,  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Two  rodent  operatives  are  employed,  who  in  addition  to  their  duties 
as  such  also  carry  out  the  work  of  disinfection  and  disinfestation. 

The  work  entailed  covers  private  houses,  business  premises,  refuse  disposal 
sites  and  main  sewers.  There  are  a few  cases  of  business  premises  where 
private  firms  are  engaged  in  rodent  control  and  disinfestations. 

A summary  of  the  work  is  set  out  below:- 


RODENT  CONTROL 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE 

Local 

Authority 

Premises. 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(includ- 
ing Council 
Houses ) 

All  other 
( including 
Business 
Premises) 

Agricul- 

tural. 

BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

No.  of  properties  in  local 
authority’s  district 

30 

13630 

2698 

7 

No.  of  properties  inspected 
as  a result  of: 

(a)  Notification. 

7 

336 

34 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

2 

25 

- 

- 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 

- 

- 

55 

- 

visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

No.  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  (a)  Rats-major 

minor 

7 

255 

62 

- 

(b)  Mic e-major 

- 

- 

- 

- 

minor 

— 

66 

52 

*• 

No.  of  infested  properties 

treated  by  local  authority 

7 

319 

87 

Total  treatment  carried  out 

including  re-treatments 

61 

467 

612 

No.  of  "Block"  Control 

Schemes  carried  out 

20 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 

This  Act  is  primarily  concerned  with  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of 
workers  in  office,  shop  and  railway  premises  and  came  into  full  operation 
on  the  1st  August,  1964. 

Below  is  a synopsis  of  the  work  done  under  the  Act  up  to  31.  12.  64. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  covered  by  the  Act  is  534. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  in  these  premises  totalled  3,  148  comprising 
1,254  males  and  1,894  females. 

A total  of  377  visits  of  all  types  were  made  to  premises  and  of  these  109 
were  initial  inspections. 

One  accident  was  reported  under  S.48  of  the  Act.  This  was  investigated  and 
it  was  found  that  no  contravention  of  the  Act  had  occurred.  No  further 
action  was  necessary. 

During  the  109  initial  inspections,  a total  of  150  contraventions  were 
found  and  50  informal  letters  were  sent  to  occupiers  or  owners  drawing 
their  attention  to  these  matters  and  asking  that  steps  be  taken  to  remedy 
them.  These  contraventions  were  as  follows :- 


Defects  of  floors,  stairs,  passages  (S.16)  ....  35 

Absence  of  running  hot  water  (s.10)  32 

Absence  of  first  aid  requisites  (S.24)  31 

Absence  of  suitable  means  of  drying  (S.10)  ....  23 

Insufficient  lighting  (S.8)  9 

Insufficient  ventilation  (S.7)  5 

Unsuitable  sanitary  accommodation  (S.9)  5 

Insufficient  temperature  (S.6)  4 

Absence  of  thermometers  (S.6)  3 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.4)  2 

Unsuitable  seating  (S.13)  1 


The  general  attitude  of  owners  and  occupiers  of  premises  has  to  date 
been  one  of  co-operation  and  augurs  well  for  the  future. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT. 

This  Act  seeks  to  secure  that  the  offering  for  sale  of  animals,  birds 
and  fish  shall  be  on  suitable  premises  and  that  they  shall  be  fed, 
watered  and  protected  from  the  risk  of  fire. 

No.  of  Licences  issued  for  such  premises  ...  ...  7 

CARAVANS. 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  Borough.  We  had  the  usual 
problem  of  certain  types  of  nomadic  dwellers  surrepticiously  occupying 
vacant  pieces  of  land.  In  one  particular  instance  the  occupation  of  a 
vacant  piece  of  land  in  Chester  Road  North  by  a colony  of  caravan  dwellers 
and  itinerant  traders  in  scrap  etc. , gave  rise  for  concern  and  the  Council 
was  inundated  with  complaints  from  nearby  residents.  After  pressure  on 
the  owners  of  the  land  the  occupants  and  their  vehicles  were  eventually 
moved  from  the  site  and  a barrier  put  across  its  entrance  to  prevent 
further  invasion.  The  amount  of  litter  etc. , left  by  such  people  is 
thoroughly  disgraceful.  The  number  of  visits  paid  to  such  sites  is  shown 
on  page  28. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

Chimney  Heights. 

In  three  instances  the  Department  was  asked  to  advise  on  the  height 
for  new  industrial  chimneys.  This  was  given  in  accordance  with  the  memoran- 
dum on  chimney  heights  issued  as  a guide  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

New  Furnaces. 

Three  notifications  of  the  installation  of  new  industrial  furnaces  were 
received,  together  with  a request  for  prior  approval.  The  approval  was 
given  in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifications  submitted. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  Recording  Apparatus. 

The  Department  continued  taking  readings  from  this  apparatus  (consisting 
of  the  standard  smoke  filter  and  volumetric  equipment)  and  a monthly  return 
of  the  results  was  sent  to  Warren  Spring  Laboratories. 


RAINFALL. 


Inches 

Rainfall 

for  the 

Month 

1963 

1964 

past  ten 

years 

Year 

Inches. 

January 

0.75 

.63 

February 

1.06 

.83 

March 

• 2.10 

2.75 

1955 

20.90 

April 

2.14 

1.32 

1956 

22.40 

May 

1.92 

1,06 

1957 

28.05 

June 

1.62 

4.03 

1958 

28.90 

July 

2.14 

1.57 

1959 

24.56 

August 

2.03 

1.48 

1960 

37.08 

September 

1.29 

.40 

1961 

22.73 

October 

.85 

1.47 

1962 

22.79 

November 

4.46 

.94 

1963 

20.90 

December 

.54 

3.01 

1964 

19.49 

Total : 

20.90 

19.49 

24.78 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING.  REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Tipping  again  proved  something  cf  a problem  during  the  year  and  at  its 
close  our  available  tipping  space  at  Puxton  was  nearly  exhausted,  thus  the 
completion  of  the  new  Disposal  works  became  crucial.  The  situation  as  a 
whole  gave  cause  for  anxiety  but  was  alleviated  to  some  extent  by  the  fact 
that  the  new  plant  was  able  to  take  some  loads  of  refuse  on  "trial  runs"  thus 
giving  relief  to  the.  problem  of  tipping  - stretched  almost  to  its  limit. 

Refuse  Destructor  Plant.  Work  on  the  Town’s  new  Refuse  Destructor  Plant 
was  very  near  completion  at  the  close  of  the  year  as  can  be  gathered  from  my 
earlier  remarks. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING.  REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  Contd.... 

The  work  of  selvage  recovery  continues  to  be  carried  on  at  the 
Hoobrook  Depot,  this  of  necessity  means  that  supervisory  work  was 
required  at  two  places  - Hoobrook  and  Puxton.  In  order  to  lengthen  the 
life  of  this  site  for  tipping,  the  maximum  amount  of  sorting  and  recovery 
was  done  especially  as  regards  bulky  articles  such  as  cardboard,  metal 
drums,  tins  etc,, 

In  the  main  throughout  the  year  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  and 
salvage  has  been  maintained.  The  following  is  a list  of  vehicles  and 
equipment  used  by  the  Department. 

2 S.D.  Fore  and  Aft  Container  Bulk  Loaders. 

5 S.D.  Fore  and  Aft  Refuse  Freighters. 

1 S.D.  Chelsea  type  side  loading  Refuse  Freighter. 

1 Bedford  "  *  **  " " (used  as  a spare) 

1 Bedford  covered  vehicle  for  salvage. 

1 Morris  dropside  tipping  lorry. 

1 Morris  Van  (used  by  Fireman) 

1 Brayloader  Mechanical  Shovel. 

1 Metal  Baling  Press. 

1 Paper  Baling  Bress. 

1 Elevator  for  loading  baled  paper. 

During  the  year  we  have  disposed  of  such  salvageable  material  as 
baled  paper,  metal,  light  scrap  iron  and  broken  glass.  Apart  from 
revenue  accruing  from  the  sale  of  this  material  we  are  fortunate  in  being 
able  to  be  completely  rid  of  it,  especially  during  the  present  crucial 
period. 

* The  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and 

salvage  for  the  year  1964  was  ...  ...  £43,901 

* The  income  was  ...  ...  ...  4,835 

The  net  cost  being  ...  ...  ...  £39,066 


* Financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1965.  These  figures  do  not 
include  administration  costs. 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  DOMESTIC  AND  TRADE  REFUSE. 


Total  number  of  loads  of  refuse  removed 8,244 

Total  number  of  loads  of  salvage  removed  1,924 

Closet  pans  emptied  795 

Loads  of  night  soil  tipped 53 

Loads  tipped  at  Hoobrook  Refuse  Site  3,297 

Loads  tipped  at  Puxton  Refuse  Site  4,947 
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RECORD  OF  SALVAGE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1964. 

The  weights  of  the  salvaged  materials  have  been  segregated  and  are 
set  out  below. 


Materials 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£• 

s. 

d. 

Baled  Waste  Paper  

381 

19 

2 

2,989 

- 

2 

Baled  Destructor  Scrap  

39 

18 

2 

221 

11 

6 

Cullet  (Broken  Glass)  ...... 

19 

12 

0 

34 

2 

1 

Light  Scrap  Iron  

58 

14 

0 

116 

5 

6 

Total : 

500 

4 

0 

£3.360 

19 

3 

